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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a Non-Final Office Action Correspondence in response to U.S. Application No. 
10/576048 filed on August 7, 2006, claiming a U.S. National Stage entry under 35 U.S.C. 371 of 
International Application PCT/JP 2004/015138, filed on October 14, 2004, which claims priority 
to Japanese Patent Application No. 2003-357885, filed on October 17, 2003. Claims 1-12 are 
pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-7 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by EP 
1,176,840 to De Vries (IDS submitted March 26, 2007). 

3. Regarding Claim 1, De Vries discloses a server apparatus in a presence display 
system comprising the server apparatus and a client apparatus for each user, constituted to 
allow the client apparatus to display the states of other users, comprising: 

means for holding information indicating the states of each user and location information 
that are transmitted by each of the client apparatuses (De Vries; Figure 1, and paragraphs 6-8 
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and 24-3 1, discloses a server that holds people and place specific information about a user that is 
transmitted by a client apparatus); 

means for storing a buddy list that registers other users whose states the user wishes to 

watch, for each user (De Vries; Figure 1, and paragraphs 6-8 and 24-31, discloses the server 
storing a buddy list for each user); and 

means for transmitting, to each user, information indicating the states of other users 
registered in the buddy list and information relating to the distance between the user and 
the other users (De Vries; Figure 1, and paragraphs 6-8 and 24-31, discloses the server 
transmitting to each user state, location, and proximity information regarding other users 
registered in the buddy list). 

4. Regarding Claim 2, De Vries discloses each and every limitation of Claim 1 . De Vries 
further discloses wherein the location information includes latitude and longitude 
information (De Vries; Figure 1, and paragraphs 13, discloses the user place information 
includes geographical coordinates), and the apparatus further comprises: 
means for calculating the distance between the user and the other users registered in the 
buddy list on the basis of the latitude and longitude information transmitted by each user 
(De Vries; paragraphs 34 and 35, discloses the server calculates the distance between the user 
and other users registered in the buddy list), and 

determining the proximity of the other users by comparing the calculated distance with a 
predetermined threshold value, and wherein the proximity thus determined is transmitted 
to the client apparatus as information relating to the distance between the user and the 
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other users (De Vries; paragraphs 34, 35, and 37, discloses determining the proximity of the 
other users based on a predetermined threshold and transmitting the proximity information to the 
user). 

5. Regarding Claim 3, De Vries discloses each and every limitation of Claim 2. De Vries 
further discloses wherein the threshold value can be optionally set by each user (De Vries; 
paragraphs 34 and 35, discloses the threshold value may be set by the user). 

6. Regarding Claim 4, De Vries discloses each and every limitation of Claim 2. De Vries 
further discloses wherein the location information further includes address information, and 
address information is transmitted to the client apparatus in addition to the proximity (De 

Vries; paragraph 24, discloses location information transmitted also includes whether the place is 
the user's home or place of work). 

7. Regarding Claim 5, De Vries discloses each and every limitation of Claim 1 . De Vries 
further discloses wherein means for storing information indicating whether a user gives 
consent for information relating to the distance thereof to be transmitted to the other users 
is provided for each user, and the information relating to the distance is not transmitted to 
the client apparatus of users that have not consented to the transmission of information 
relating to distance (De Vries; paragraph 29, discloses the user consenting to place specific 
information being provided to other users in order for the server to provide the information). 
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8. Regarding Claim 6, De Vries discloses each and every limitation of Claim 4. De Vries 
further discloses wherein means for storing information indicating whetlier a user gives 
consent for address information tliereon to be transmitted to otlier users is provided for 
each user, and the address information is not transmitted to the client apparatus of users 
that have not consented to the transmission of address information (De Vries; paragraph 29, 
discloses the user consenting to place specific information being provided to other users in order 
for the server to provide the information). 

9. Regarding Claim 7, De Vries discloses each and every limitation of Claim 1 . De Vries 
further discloses wherein the buddy list is constituted by a plurality of community sets in 
which other users whose state the user wishes to watch are registered in groups (De Vries; 
paragraph 29, discloses the buddy list is constituted by a plurality of community sets); and 
information indicating the states of the other users registered in a community set 
designated by the user and information relating to the distances between the user and the 
other users are transmitted to the client apparatus (De Vries; Figure 1, and paragraphs 6-8 
and 24-31, discloses the server transmitting to each user state, location, and proximity 
information regarding other users registered in the buddy list). 

10. Regarding Claim 10, De Vries discloses a client apparatus in a presence display 
system comprising a server apparatus and a client apparatus for each user, constituted to 
allow the client apparatus to display the states of other users, comprising: 
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means for transmitting information indicating the state of the user and location 
information to the server apparatus (De Vries; paragraph 6, discloses the user transmitting 
information indicating the state and location of the user); 

means for receiving information indicating the states of other users and information 
relating to the distance between the user and the other users from the server apparatus (De 

Vries; paragraphs 6-8 and 24-31, discloses the user receiving information from the server 
indicating the state, location, and proximity of other users); and 

means for displaying the states of the other users in a display form that corresponds with 
the distance between the other users and the user on the basis of the information indicating 
the states of the other users and information relating to the distance between the user and 
the other users thus received (De Vries; paragraph 6, discloses graphically displaying the state, 
location, and proximity information determined by the server on the client device). 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 1 1, De Vries discloses each and every limitation of Claim 10. De Vries 
further discloses wherein the information relating to the distance between the user and the 
other users is the proximity that is determined by comparing the distance between the user 
and the other users with a predetermined threshold value (De Vries; paragraphs 34 and 35, 
discloses determining the proximity between the user and other users using a predetermined 
threshold value); and 

the displaying means displays an image corresponding with the information indicating the 

states of the other users received from the server apparatus with a size that corresponds 
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with the proximity (De Vries; paragraphs 6, 34, and 35, discloses graphically displaying the 
state, location, and proximity information determined by the server on the client device). 

12. Regarding Claim 12, De Vries discloses each and every limitation of Claim 10. De Vries 
further discloses wherein the information relating to the distance between the user and the 
other users further includes address information, and the displaying means is capable of 
displaying the addresses of the other users (De Vries; paragraphs 6 and 24, discloses 
graphically displaying the state, location, and proximity information, including address 
information, determined by the server on the client device). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 

such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

14. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over De Vries as 
applied to Claim 7 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,658,095 to Yoakum et al. 
(hereinafter "Yoakum"). 

15. Regarding Claim 8, De Vries discloses each and every limitation of Claim 7. De Vries 
does not explicitly disclose, but Yoakum discloses wherein a relative presence setting table, 
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which associates and stores information indicating the state of the user and information 
indicating states transmitted to the other user in accordance with the community sets to 
which the other users that have registered the user in a buddy list belong, is provided for 
each user; and when information indicating the states of each user is transmitted to other 
users that are watching the state of the user, information indicating states corresponding 
with the community sets of the other users is transmitted by referencing the relative 
presence setting table (Yoakum; column 2 lines 31-54 and column 7 lines 1-35, discloses a 
presence system that transmits different presence information to different users or groups of 
users based on the same state information using rules management logic which is referenced to 
evaluate the state information and provide the different presence information). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify a presence system, as disclosed by De Vries, to include a relative presence 
setting table, as disclosed by Yoakum. 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been 
motivated to make this combination in order to provide different presence information to 
different users (Yoakum; column 2 lines 22-29). 

16. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over De Vries as 
applied to Claim 1 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2004/0170263 Al to Michael et al. (hereinafter "Michael"). 
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17. Regarding Claim 9, De Vries discloses each and every limitation of Claim 1 . De Vries 
does not explicitly disclose, but Michael discloses means for creating a list of otlier users tliat 
are watcliing tlie state of tlie user and transmitting tlie list to the user in accordance with a 
request from the user (Michael; paragraphs 19 and 21, discloses creating a watcher list and 
transmitting the list to the user for authorization). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify a presence system, as disclosed by De Vries, to include a watcher list and 
transmitting the watcher list to a user, as disclosed by Michael. 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been 
motivated to make this combination in order to more effectively provide presence information 
(Michael; paragraph 4). 

Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. 2007/0288852 Al to Fish - Discloses notification of presence and location information to a 
user. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VIVEK KRISHNAN whose telephone number is (571)270-5009. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM 
EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Taghi Arani can be reached on (571) 272-3787. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



VK 



/Taghi T. Arani/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4121 
1/17/2007 



